
 EU Border Management on European 
Cruises: EES & ETIAS

ETIAS Central Unit Division
Assistance Centre Unit



2.09.2025
write foot text here
2.09.2025
write foot text here

 

 2

In a nutshell:

▪ Each country decides to fully or progressively start 
operations

▪ Each country decides the border crossing points 
where EES will be, progressively, operating.

▪ Gradual registration of crossings and biometrics.

EES progressive start of operations - 12th October 2025

Cyprus will not 
use EES
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Some facts to consider

▪ Cruise lines obligations.

▪ Information about EU Member States (MS) national roll-out plans.

▪ COM to be notified by 24th September 2025.

▪ During the progressive start 🡪 possibility for suspension of EES operations.

▪ After the end of the progressive start 🡪 exceptionally possible to suspend biometric data registration.

EES progressive start of operations - 12th October 2025
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Some facts to consider

▪ Ports situated in the Schengen area;

▪ Sufficient infrastructure and border guards/personnel 
at sea ports;

▪ Self Service Kiosks (SSK);

▪ Pre-registration application(s).

EES – Port preparations
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Travel to Europe mobile app

▪ A mobile app for EES pre-registration

o Collects passport data, facial image, answers to 
the conditions of entry questionnaire

▪ Voluntary for Member States and travellers to use

▪ The ETIAS Central Unit of FRONTEX:

o Developed and manages the app

o Provides support to Member States and travellers
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EU border checks on European cruises
Starting and ending in SCH, with TC as a middle stop
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EU border checks on European cruises
Starting in non-SCH and ending in SCH
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EU border checks on European cruises
Starting in SCH and ending in non-SCH
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EU border checks on European cruises
Starting in non-SCH and ending in non-SCH, with SCH as a middle stop
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Outreach & public information for ETIAS

By following the QR code you can access:

▪ The official ETIAS website 

By following the link About ETIAS you can access:

▪ Information about the role of FRONTEX in ETIAS.

▪ Leaflets tailored for carriers of all modes of transport 

      (air, sea, land transport).

▪ Leaflets concerning future ETIAS required travellers.

https://travel-europe.europa.eu/etias
https://www.frontex.europa.eu/what-we-do/etias-ees/about-etias/
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Leaflet tailored to sea carriers
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Leaflet tailored to ETIAS required 
travellers



 Thank you for your attention!

For any questions, please contact us at:

   etias.acu1@frontex.europa.eu


