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EES progressive start of operations - 12th October 2025

In a nutshell:

Each country decides to fully or progressively start
operations

Each country decides the border crossing points
where EES will be, progressively, operating.

Gradual registration of crossings and biometrics.

Cyprus will not
use EES
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EES progressive start of operations - 12" October 2025

Some facts to consider

Cruise lines obligations.
= Information about EU Member States (MS) national roll-out plans.
= COM to be notified by 24" September 2025.

= During the progressive start [ possibility for suspension of EES operations.

= After the end of the progressive start [1 exceptionally possible to suspend biometric data registration.
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EES - Port preparations

ome facts to consider

Ports situated in the Schengen area;

Sufficient infrastructure and border guards/personnel
at sea ports;

Self Service Kiosks (SSK);

Pre-registration application(s).
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Travel to Europe mobile app o -

TRAVEL -
A mobile app for EES pre-registration | EUROPE

Collects passport data, facial image, answers to
the conditions of entry questionnaire

Voluntary for Member States and travellers to use

The ETIAS Central Unit of FRONTEX:

Developed and manages the app

Provides support to Member States and travellers
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EU border checks on European cruises
Starting and ending in SCH, with TC as a middle stop
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Genova

Civitavecchia
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EU border checks on European cruises
Starting in non-SCH and ending in SCH
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EU border checks on European cruises
Starting in SCH and ending in non-SCH
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EU border checks on European cruises
Starting in non-SCH and ending in non-SCH, with SCH as a middle stop
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I Outreach & public information for ETIAS

By following the QR code you can access:

= The official ETIAS website

By following the link About ETIAS you can access:

= Information about the role of FRONTEX in ETIAS.
- Leaflets tailored for carriers of all modes of transport
(air, sea, land transport).

= Leaflets concerning future ETIAS required travellers.
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https://travel-europe.europa.eu/etias
https://www.frontex.europa.eu/what-we-do/etias-ees/about-etias/

Which countries use the EES and ETIAS?
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Leaflet tailored to sea carriers
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Where to find more information

Registration

* More information about the registration process
for carriers can be found on: eulisa.europa.eu
Requests for support can also be addressed to
carriers_onboarding@eulisa.europa.eu

Operational assistance

Before the launch of the EES:

+ Requests for operational assistance can
be addressed to the ETIAS Central Unit via
etias.acul@frontex.europa.eu

After the launch of the EES:
* Support requests should be directed to the
ETIAS Central Unit through a dedicated online
ticketing tool available for registered carriers

FAQs about ETIAS and the EES

for carriers

Information for travellers:

ﬂ Official ETIAS website: europa.eu/etias
Official EES website: europa.eu/ees

Beware of fake ETIAS websites!

NEW RULES FOR
TRAVELLING TO
EUROPE

Find out what the EES and ETIAS
mean for sea carriers

FRONTESX

CUROPEAN BORL

oeR
‘COAST GUARD AGENCY

e

What are the EES and ETIAS?

The European Union's new border management
initiatives affect travel to most European
countries:

+  the Entry/Exit System (EES)
+  European Travel Information
and Authorisation System (ETIAS).

The EES registers all non-EU nationals entering
29 European countries for a short stay:
both visa-free and visa-required travellers.
The system replaces the manual stamping of
passports at the border.

ETIAS, which will be introduced after the EES,
will require visa-free travellers to apply for
a travel authorisation before starting their trip
to 30 European countries.

The detailed list of the countries using the
EES and ETIAS is available at the back of this
leaflet.

More information about the EES and ETIAS
and what they mean for travellers can be found
on travel-europe.europa.eu.

What the EES and ETIAS
mean for sea carriers

Within 48 hours prior to departure, sea carriers
need to verify that:

visa-required travellers have a valid single
or double entry visa
visa-free travellers have a valid ETIAS
travel authorisation

These obligations apply, among others, to
ferry companies, cruise and cargo ships that
transport passengers from outside the EU to
a European country using the EES or requiring
ETIAS.

Private yachts, pleasure boats and cargo ships
with no travellers on board are exempt from
these obligations.

New electronic verification
of passengers

The European Union provides a new tool for
carriers - the carrier interface - which allows
them to verify electronically that passengers
have a valid single or double entry visa, or
an ETIAS travel authorisation

Carriers need to register to use the carrier
interface.

It is up to the carrier to assess whether
a passenger requires verification as described
above.

IMPORTANT:

IN SOME CASES, CARRIERS ALSO NEED TO VERIFY
WHETHER CREW MEMBERS OR STAFF ARE IN
POSSESSION OF A SINGLE OR DOUBLE ENTRY
VISA, OR AN ETIAS TRAVEL AUTHORISATION.

CARRIERS WILL BE LIABLE AND SUBJECT TO
PENALTIES IF THEY TRANSPORT PERSONS
WITHOUT VALID TRAVEL DOCUMENTS.

The process explained

Registration:
In order to verify passengers’ travel documents
using the carrier interface, carriers need
to register with eu-LISA, the EU agency
responsible for building the system.

Testing
As part of the registration process, carriers
need to complete a series of tests to ensure
they can connect to the system and be certified
to have full access to the carrier interface.

Verification:
Carriers receive access to the carrier interface,
which allows them to electronically verify
that passengers are in possession of a valid
single or double entry visa, or an ETIAS travel
authorisation.

Support:
The ETIAS Central Unit of Frontex, the
European Border and Coast Guard Agency, will
provide operational and technical assistance
to carriers 24/7 in English once the EES starts.
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Leaflet tailored to ETIAS required

travellers

BEWARE OF SCAMMERS

There is only one official ETIAS website:
europa.eu/etias
This is where the ETIAS application form will be available

once the system is launched.

There are dozens of websites claiming to be the official
ETIAS sites: they use the official EU logo, some even
collect travellers' personal data. While it will be legal for
the commercial intermediaries to apply on your behalf,
make sure you use one that you trust: some may steal your
personal data, passport number and credit card. They may
also charge an additional fee for their services

Commercial intermediaries will have to use the official
ETIAS website - the only official channel - to apply for the
travel authorisation on behalf of their clients.

Remember: ETIAS will only cost EUR 20 if you use the
official ETIAS website to apply. Any additional charges
will go to the intermediaries.

[ ]

BE CAREFUL WHOM YOU PROVIDE
YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION

TO AND HOW MUCH MONEY THEY
CHARGE YOU FOR THEIR SERVICES.

THE PROTECTION OF YOUR PERSONAL
DATA CANNOT BE GUARANTEED IF
YOU USE ANOTHER WEBSITE TO APPLY
FOR ETIAS

n Border and Coast Guard Agency CI
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. ALL OFFICIAL WEBSITES OF THE EUROPEAN
UNION CAN BE RECOGNISED BY
THE EUROPA.EU DOMAIN.
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THE OFFICIAL ETIAS WEBSITE IS

europa.eu/etias

EUROPEAN BORDER AND
COAST GUARD AGENCY
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NEW RULES FOR
TRAVELLING TO
30 EUROPEAN
COUNTRIES

travel authorisation
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Coming from a visa-free country
and travelling to Europe?

WHAT IS ETIAS?

ETIAS travel authorisation is a new entry requirement
introduced by the European Union. It applies to visa-free
travellers entering any of these European countries:

AUSTRIA B GepMANY NETHERLANDS
BELGIUM i3 GREECE NORWAY
BULGARIA == HUNGARY POLAND
CROATIA ICELAND PORTUGAL
CYPRUS ITALY ROMANIA
CZECH REPUBLIC
DENMARK

LATVIA faw SLOVAKIA
LIECHTENSTEIN fEm SLOVENIA

FINLAND LUXEMBOURG SWEDEN

=
—

ESTONIA B LITHUANIA SPAIN
=

FRANCE B macta SWITZERLAND

DOES ETIAS APPLY TO YOU?

If you come from any of the following visa-f countries
or territories, you will need to have an ETIAS travel

authorisation. There are some exceptions to this rule
though - make sure to check on the official ETIAS website
europa / whether any of them apply to your situation.

ALBANIA ISRAEL SAINT LUCIA
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA  JAPAN SAINT VINCENT AND
ARGENTINA SRy THE GRENADINES
AUSTRALIA KOSOVO SAMOA

BAHAMAS MACAO RERRIA,

BARBADOS MALAYSIA SEYCHELLES
BOSNIA AND MARSHALL ISLANDS ~ SINGAPORE
gupreoovNA SOLOMON ISLANDS

MAURITIUS
BRAZIL MEXICO SOUTH KOREA
BRUNEI

MICRONESIA FATVWAN

CANADA MOLDOVA TIMOR-LESTE

cuile MONTENEGRO TONGA

COLOMBIA NEW ZEALAND TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
COSTA RICA SRCARAGUN TUVALU

DO NORTH MACEDONIA  UKRAINE

EL SALVADOR PALAU UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
GEORGIA PANAMA UNITED KINGDOM
GRENADA PARAGUAY UNITED STATES OF
GUATEMALA PERU AMERICA

HONDURAS SR e URUGUAY

HONG KONG s VENEZUELA

You will need
an ETIAS travel authorisation

8 THINGS YOU NEED
TO KNOW ABOUT ETIAS

. ETIAS is a new travel requirement: if you come from
one of the visa-free countries listed before, you will
need to get a travel authorisation to enter any of the
30 European countries requiring ETIAS.

. To apply for an ETIAS you will need:
* a passport valid for more than 3 months
+ an email address
« to fill out an online form

* to pay a 20€ fee

. ETIAS is for short-term visits: with a valid ETIAS travel
authorisation, you will be able to stay in any of the
30 European countries for 90 days in any 180-day period.

. Your travel authorisation will be valid for three years
or until the passport you used in the application expires,
whichever comes first. You can use it for multiple entries

. You will have the right to appeal if your ETIAS is refused,
revoked, or annulled. The appeals will be handled by
the authorities of the European countries requiring
ETIAS.

. ETIAS is not a visa: you will apply for an ETIAS online,
you do not need to go to a Consulate, your biometric
data will not be collected, and it will be much faster and
cheaper than getting the Schengen visa.

. The European Union is not the first to introduce travel
authorisations for visa free national: similar travel
authorisations are required by the United States, Canada,
and Australia as well as the UK.

. The system is not yet operational and no applications
are collected at this point.
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Thank you for your attention!
For any questions, please contact us at:

etias.acu1@frontex.europa.eu
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